May 2010

General update

It's been a busy few months with the great
autumn weather we have been having.

Our contractors: Terry, Harry, Roger and
Bruce have almost finished the first round of
ground possum control. The results will be
clearer during the second year as to how
successful the ground control has been. The
terrain has meant a number of weather
related challenges and the team have learnt
when its simply not safe to head in to work.
Because of the risks we have had Brian
Maplesden and his team cutting extra
support tracks. This will give the contractors
options to get out should the weather pack
up while they are in the field. As locals know
the creeks can rise very quickly, and we
have had a few times when the boys have
almost been caught out.

Bush walk and kiwi listening tour

Mark and Vic Caskey have got the new
track for kiwi listening up and running. Over
the past few months over 50 people have
walked the track and have given us
feedback on where improvements can be
made. During our first kiwi listening session
on the new track we heard 7 calls in the
hour with a female and male dueting. (They
are a pair calling to each other). There is still
a bit of work to be done on some of the
steeper parts to reduce the risk of slipping.

Mark & Vic Caskey on the job

The response has been very positive, with
the bonus of people hearing plenty of kiwi
calls. During July we will be inviting a few
more of the landowners to experience the
walk.

Nicola and Hayden beside the Rimu.

We have re-transmitted the kiwi called Maru
in our QE11 bush and plan to have another
two caught and transmitted. This gives us
the opportunity to monitor how the birds are
managing. The transmitters can tell if the
bird is sitting on eggs, and whether they go
full term and hatch and has a mortality
signal. While we have been in the bush
catching, it was pleasing to hear an increase
in kiwi calls. One night the team heard 10
calls including two pair. We have had
reports of kiwi being seen on the side of the
road, so please be careful at night.

Volunteers

The volunteer calendar is up and running on
our web site. We have had overseas
volunteers visiting — one from Germany and
one from France. Both women ended up
staying longer than they had planned.
Charlotte was fortunate to be involved with
kiwi releases, kiwi catching for transmitting
and blue duck release. The full 12 month
calendar can be found on our web site

www.etet.org.nz

Charlotte a volunteer




Whio

Some of the traps are starting to shows signs of
wear. We have started a programme of replacing
the treadle on the traps. This time of year the
numbers of stoats being caught is almost nothing.
We were surprised to catch 2 stoats and a ferret
on one line in May. This was along the river. Over
53 hedgehogs were caught in April. They are
under rated as a predator of all ground nesting
birds. The DOC team are hoping to bring in the
whio trained dog next season to attempt to gauge
numbers.

As mentioned earlier we joined the DOC team to
release some whio back onto the mountain. On
the day another visitor on the track jumped at the
chance to join us. As we have seen from earlier
releases the whio completely ignore people when
tipped out of their carry boxes. They immediately
start feeding, allowing us to photograph them.

Charlotte & Jo releasing whio

Trap Data

Over the last year we have trapped 122 stoats in
the Pouiatoa block. A number of these were in the
heart of the forest and often have been resident
adult males. The Purangi block for the same
period trapped 55 stoats. The blue duck lines
trapped 35 stoats.

If you want to see the full data we have updated
the trap data on our web site. We have been
trialing some of the self setting traps. They do
need some modification, as possums worked out
how to break off the lure cup. (very determined).
Of note we now buy 160 dozen eggs every month.

Kokako

Bob and | headed to Rotorua to the Kokako
Recovery group meeting in early May. We have
put our case to get kokako returned to Taranaki,
in particular to within our project. Our proposal
was looked at favourably. There is a lot of work to
get an area ready, possum and rat numbers have
to be down to 1% at the beginning of November at
the start of breeding season. The numbers of
kokako in New Zealand is estimated to be about
700 pair. The birds in each region have their own
dialect when they sing, which can make it difficult
to translocate them. The recommended area
which needs predator control is between 500 and

1,000 hectares. When we talk of rat lines 100
metres apart the logistics are formidable. Looking
at the picture below they do look impressive. We
will start planning and implementation over the
next year. It will still be a few years before any
translocation will happen.

Funders

During the past year we have received financial
support from:
- Taranaki Electricity Trust;
TSB Community Trust;
New Plymouth District Council;
Greymouth Petroleum;
Ministry for Environment (Sustainable
Farming Fund);
Lotteries Environment & Heritage;
WWF (Habitat Protection Fund);
Pacific Development and Conservation
Trust;
BNZ Save the Kiwi Trust;
Biodiversity Condition Fund.

We have also received technical and other
support from Taranaki Regional Council,
Department of Conservation and from our track
cutting gurus.

For our projects to continue we need the support
of funders. We have been very lucky to date to
have received plenty of support. Like the
volunteers and landowners who we mentioned in
the last newsletter, our funders are also a critical
part of the success of the projects.



